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‘Watergate cover-Up

Staff correspondentof
The Christian Sclence Monltor
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The Wa.terga.te cover-up trial is.
moving along on a swifter timetable
than originally planned.

The government prosecution now
expects to complete its case by Thurs-
day, Instead of by Thanksgiving. The
defense portion of the trial, too,. may
move along more speedily. |

As U.8, District Judge John J -

- Strica put it to the jury at the end of
last week: *'Lel's hope it won't be long
before you finish this case, and you'll
be able to go home for the holidays."” -

By Luecia Mouat ‘
I
i

pressure on the team of three physi-
clans appointed by the court to pin'
down more quickly the answer to|
.whether or not former President
Nixon will be able to testify for the
defense in the trial. The medical
panel has indicated it wants author-

ization, in the form of advance clear-
ance from Mr, Nixon, before proceed-
ing with 1ts nxaminaﬂon

g A harried lawyer

Rushing back and forth between
two courtrooms Friday where either

Sc(efd“’

: Haldeman defense pressed

“chief of staff H.R, Haldeman, . for -,
. Instance, sought to show that- thelr’

tra.l Intélligenée 4gency (C14), .-

. political concern In ‘suggesting.that -
-~ The new tlme factor puts added| ¢

. the . Watergate break-In. Attorney

-.'on the job when asked by‘the White®,
',_ House to approach the 'FBI on a/
., cutoff,” that he. “presumed” at the
h

“.other resources .In .Mexico (which

“hi 18 NOV 1974

could be heard the list is sure to be ‘
. pared. . v g
While the defense has yet to unvell‘ .

Its strategy In- questloning defense-s’
-sumnioned witnesses, one prominent %

element In that strategy surfaced last .

-week In course of cross-examining
. prosecution witness L, Gen, Vernon .

Walters, deputy director of the Cen- -

4

Lawyers tor ‘former Whlte House

client may well have had more thana

the CIA curb the FBI investigation of |

Frank H. Strickler drew an admission
from Mr. Walters, who was very new

time that the CIA had & station and -,

might have .been uncovered 'in the

| . course of & more thorough FBI
i probe) e PR

When the g investigatlon was

quashéd the FBI was traclng the -

erigin of chacks found on the Water-

B gate burglars, That money could have

Mr. Nixon as a witness or the status of .

his documents were belng gquestioned, -
8 harried Herbert J. Miller, the’
former President’s attorney, agreed

~that he would try his best to find out

by Tuesday whether or not Mr. Nixon :

. would consent to the independent
examination,

“I haven’t had an opportunity to

speak to my client for some tlme," he

noted.
Chief prosecutor James ¥, Neal

indicating what is in store for the jury _

this weel, sald there would be about
flve more wlinesses and up to 234 days

of listening to tapes — “until we’'re all -

sick and tired" of hearing them.
While there are 23 more tapes which
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" passed through M exlcan ‘banks. Hal-
»deman attorney John Wilson, undex |
- prodding from Mr. Neal, indicated :

“been traced to campalgn contribu- -
" tions glven the Committes for the Re- i

.-election of the President which had

-that the argument that his client :

_might have been motivated In part by -
. CIA concerns 'in the cutoff ‘is nc’
: shallow efforton our part.’t ... -~ .-

. For Its part; the prosecutlon argues

: tnat the "‘resignation {ape’ of June 23,

1872, In which Mr. Haldeman and the ;|
former President discuss how the F*BI
probe is to be cut off, is “‘pristine

-clear” on the point that motivation

was ‘strictly political. Mr. Neal con-

“tends that Mr, Walters was simply a
‘'ready tool” to serve as the conduit.”

r sa . Up Spe@ ot

STAT




